(ON FIDENTIAL.] [No. 26 of 1877.1] 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR 


The Week ending the 30th June 1877. | 


Tar Bhdrat Sangskarak, of the 18th June, says there can be no 
doubt that many wine-vendors privately sell wine after the hours allowed 
by law. The authorities ought to make some particular inquiry into the 
matter. 

9. Referring to the recent speech of the Hon’ble Whitley Stokes, in 
the Viceregal Council, on codification, the Sahachar, of the 18th June, 
writes :—Among other things mentioned in the speech, we notice one which 
throws much light on one of the present policies of Government. Of late 
years, the executive Government has manifested a tendency to curb the power 
of the High Courts and subordinate Courts, and to bring them under its 
control. If this be done, great oppression and injustice will follow; for 
itis the High Court that checks the oppressions of the strong and gives 
protection to the weak. Even the Government itself could not escape from 
its authority, if any oppression or injustice were exercised towards the 
people. 


3 The Bharat Mihir, of the 21st June, writes:—We doubt if any 
changes, similar to those which have taken place in India since ite conquest 
by the English, could have been effected anywhere, even by a subversion of 
Government. A new life, as it were, has been infused, after a long period, 
into our religion, morality, education, and manners. In addition to this, 
the people have now begun to discuss political questions, We long since 
said that, to give vitality to native society, endeavours should be made to 
enable them to discuss Government measures and questions of State. To 
write occasionally in the columns of a newspaper would not be sufficient. 
There should be some well educated, vigdrous, and courageous men to discuss 
political questions and explain them to others. 


4. The Education Gazette, of the 22nd June, writess:—We much 
regret to learn that there is a great scarcity of food in Noakholly, Dukhin 
Shabazpore, and Chittagong. Many have already begun to sell their sons 
and daughters or commit suicide for want of the means of subsistence. 
The Government ought to make an early inquiry into the matter, and adopt 
measures for affording help to the distressed inhabitants. 


9. In order to check corruption and bribery, the editor of the Joor- 
shedabad Patriké thinks it advisable that the salaries of those officers, 
who at present draw such small pay as is barely sufficient to cover the 
expenses of their food and clothing, should be raised. 


6. The same paper, in a lengthy article, writes that whatever prosperity 
and progress the country may have attained to in other respects, scarcity of food 
ere has now become very great. The number of wealthy people has ceased 


i é 


. p >= 
. y ~ 
. 
ae ee 
: 


BHARAT 
SANGSKARAK, 


June 18th, 1877. 


SaHACHAR, 
June 18th, 1877. 


BHaRaT Mrare, 
June 21st, 1877. 
Circulation about 650. 


EDUCATION GazeETTE, 
June 22nd, 1877. 
Circulation about1,168. 


MooRSHEDABAD 
PaTRIKA, 


June 22nd, 1877. 


MoorsHEDABAD 
PaTRIKa. 


MoorRsHEDABAD 
PraTisIDHI, 


June 22nd, 1877. 


PRATIKAR, 


Jane 22nd, 1877. 
Circulation about 235. 


Hixpv HitorsHisr, 
June 23rd, 1877. 
Circulation about 300. 


Hispo Hrrorsainti. 


[4 


to increase, and poverty and misery have prevailed to a great extent. The 
University annually sends forth many educated men, who cannot find employ. 
ment, and consequently are unable to support themselves or their familiés. 


7. The Moorshedabad Pratinidhi, of the 22nd June, writes that, j, 
this country, a class of men has arisen who boast of improvements j, 
many things. We, however, are nob able to perceive the truth of 
their statements. Improvement is of three kinds—physical, mental, ang 
pecuniary. As to the first, it is unmecessary to say that the natives of 
Bengal, instead of attaining to any degree of physical improvement, have 
rather deteriorated. The second, or mental improvement, is of two Sorts, 
advance in knowledge in proportion to the powers of memory, or compre. 
hension, &c., and moral improvement. We observe that some little advance. 
ment has been made in knowledge; but we do not perceive any moral 
improvement. Third, pecuniary gy tE means an increase of power 
to remove the wants of the public. But the wealth of the country is gradp- 
ally declining, and the means of increasing it becoming smaller; while the 
wants of the people are daily increasing. Educated men do not find employ. 
ments, nor do they receive encouragement from Government in the cultiva- 
tion of trades and arts whereby they might secure the means of subsistence, 


8. With reference to the murder of Babu Nobin Chandra Nag, a 
zemindar of Midnapore, caused by his tenants, the Prattkdr, of the 22nd 
June, writes :—It is not a desirable thing that the tenants should be encour- 
aged by Government, or that they should take the law into their own hands 
and kill their landlords. Strong measures should be adopted to check 
such oppressions. We hope that the Police and the Magistrate will take much 
care in the investigation of this case. Very lately a similar case happened 
at Furreedpore, where a zemindar, Babu Purna Chandra Roy, was murdered 
by his tenants; who, though guilty, succeeded in escaping the penalties of the 
law through the faults of careless police officers. If such occurrences 
repeatedly take place, and if the offenders go unpunished, it will be very 
difficult for the zemindars to preserve their property. 


9. The Hindu Hitoishini, of the 28rd June, writes that, while 
police officers direct their attention to most trifling matters, they are indif- 
ferent to others of great importance. The sale and purchase of decomposed 
mangoes are at times forbidden; while they take no notice of many other 
kinds of decomposed articles almost daily sold in the market. The consump- 
tion of putrid fish and sour confectionery does more injury to health than 
decomposed mangoes; but this evil is not attended to. 


10. The same paper, taking the facts, as narrated by the Jndu Pra- 


_ kash, of an outrageous assault committed by Mr. Todd, the Assistant Magis- 


trate of Ratanagiri, on a respectable native called Moroba Vinoba, thus 
observes :—Until the Government bring such men under control, these 
oppressive and unjust actions will never cease to occur. If the class of 
oppressive men, like the indigo-planters, be not carefully watched and punished? 
the natives of India will cease to cherish any esteem and affection towards their 
Government. They are aiready dissatisfied because no adequate punishment 
is awarded them. If, instead of declaring themselves impartial, they were 
plainly to say that, as the English belong to the ruling race, the natives ought 
to submit and bear patiently their various acts, however harsh and unjast, 
they would not be so much grieved. These acts, when known, are not met 
with fair and proper trial, but passed over with gentle rebukes. If those, into 


whose hands is entrusted large power, commit such barbarous and wicked 
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acts and escape unpunished, may it not be rightly said that anarchy prevails. 
To expect that Mr. Todd will be punished is too much. But the whole 
body of natives should make a representation of this and-similar matters to 
the House of Parliament. 


11. Alluding to the murder of Babu Nobin Chandra Nag, the Amrita — 


Bazar Patrikd, of the 21st June, writes that the disputes between landlords 
and tenants are gradually becoming increasingly fearful, and the Government 
make no efforts to check them. If matters are permitted to go on 80, we 
do not know where they will end. We hope that Mr. Eden will soon direct 
his attention to the matter. | 


12. The same paper, referring to the-statements of a correspendent, 
jescribing the most piteous and distressed condition of the inhabitants of 
Dukhin Shabazpore and Chittagong, owing to the scarcity of food in those 
places, says that, as large sums of money are now deposited in the Govern- 
ment treasury by the registration of lands and the imposition of the public 
works cess, the people ought not to suffer for want. If there is scarcity 
in Dukhin Shabazpore and Chittagong, Mr. Eden should adopt preventive 
measures. | 


13. The Grambarta Prakdshtka, of the 23rd June, writes:—We are 
extremely sorry to learn the most distressed condition of the inhabitants of 
Dukhin Shabazpore. It is said that rice can scarcely be had there. The 
most common kind is sold at Rs. 3 a maund. Most of the poor 
people, being unable to procure rice, are living on raw fruits. The various 
means which have been adopted. to prevent famines seem to meet with no 
success. In Chittagong rice is not to be-had at more than five or six 
seers for the rupee. Since those who survived the storm-wave and the fearful 
virulence of cholera in Chittagong were not able to cultivate their lands 
famine might certainly have been looked for; and yet the Government has 
not given the matter such attention as might have been expected. Had the 
same precautions been adopted here as in Behar, this scarcity might have been 
averted ; for the importation of rice into Chittagong is a comparatively easy 
matter. The produce of Bengal is so large, that a considerate distribution of 
itand proper precautions might obviate all danger of famine. Still it occurs 
after very short intervals. T’o whose fault or carelessness is this to be attributed ? 
Undeniably to that of the Government. The famine in Madras has not yet 
passed, when another has begun in Chittagong. It is astonishing that Lord 
Lytton, the supreme ruler of whole India, though he has heard this heart- 
rending news, still breathes without any anxiety the cool air of the Simla 
Hills, The Lieutenant-Governor also is sleeping at ease on the hills of 
Darjeeling. We feel sure thatif, instead of any intelligence of famine, some 
order had been received from England directing an increase of taxes, both 
of them would have come down, leaving their enjoyments on the hills, even 
in this very hot season of the year, and would not have neglected any means 
eenry to suck the blood of the people. And yet, why should they busy 
rw to suppress a famine which is destroying, not the inhabitants of 
a by the prem pagan’ apie of er ? Our rulers pay but little 

8 he responsibility resting on them relative to the protecti ife ; 
and that merely in ri hg not in deeds. — siaciaaadeaeadh 


‘i ie intelligence received from mahajuns be true, who can venture to 
" a | ere will not be famine throughout the whole province of Bengal ; 
we learn that the peasants of Northern Bengal, on whom especially their 

pes rest, have ceased to sell rice. We.caution our rulers to see that no 
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distress arises from an irregular and inconsiderate distribution of rice: and 
to allow nobody to ruin the country by closing the doors of supply in expect. 
ation of greater profit. 


14. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 25rd June, says that the rates of 
hire of the two steamers plying between Oolooberiah and Barabazar, j, 
Calcutta, ought to be kept printed and hung up in some conspicuous part, of 


the vessel ; otherwise passengers may be exposed to extortion. 


15. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 24th June, writes :—Recently the 
Hon’ble Whitley Stokes delivered an able speech in the Viceregal Coungi 
on codification. In it he also dwelt upon the necessity of advancing social 
reforms by means of legislation. We have long advocated such a measure, for 
we do not believe that the evil and pernicious customs of the country can be 
removed without the help of legislation. It is certain that, if the Government 
had not interfered in abolishing infanticide and sutteeism, those cruel and 
fearful customs would have existed up to this time. Whatever endeavours 
modern reformers of Hindu society may make for abolishing infant marriages, 
or introducing widow marriages, they will never succeed, unless they have 
the aid of Government; because the generality of the natives of India are 
naturally slow to forsake their old customs, however pernicious they be to 
society. Hence the proposal of Mr. Whitley Stokes 1s, in our opinion, not 
inconsistent with reason. If the Government, gathering a little noble 
courage, would but interfere in such matters, they would never lay them- 
selves open to censure, but would rather receive the most sincere thanks, 


16. The Sadhdranz, of the 24th June, writes that grievous oppressions 
are practised in the mofussil by the wealthy upon the poor. The laws and 
courts, though intended to punish the wicked, are actually found to give 
encouragement to them in their oppressions. 


17. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Tipperah, says, 
with reference to the estate of one Shaid Basrat Ali, a zemindar of the place, 
which is now under the management of the Court of Wards, that the managers 
unnecessarily waste vast sums of money, because there is nobody to say 
anything against their arbitrary proceedings. The writer hopes that the 
worthy Collector will make some good arrangement with regard to the estate, 
and thereby secure its welfare. 


18. The Howrah Hitakari, of the 24th June, expresses regret on the 
occasion of the death of Miss Mary Carpenter, in the following language: 
She was adorned with many virtues. Throughout her whole life she was 
always engaged in doing good. Her disposition was kind; and her only 
endeavours were to secure the welfare and improvement of the people of her 
own and of foreign countries. She has done much for India. It was 
through her endeavours and diligence that many female schools were founded 
in this country, and great encouragement given to female education. 

19. The Soma Prakdsh, of the 25th June, writes :—The British Indiaa 


Association had memorialized the Government of India, praying that the 
Provincial Public Works Cess Bill may not be passed into law; but the 


_ Viceroy not only rejected the memorial, but has expressed his displeasure, and 


has rebuked the memorialists. It is curious that His Excellency should 
have given expression to his displeasure, in much the same manner as the 


Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal did. From this we may learn the mode of 


Lord Lytton’s administration. He has no desire, and makes no effort, to 
do anything independently. He merely approves what is done by his subor- 
dinates. The imposition of the provincial cess was first proposed by Sir John 
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Strachey. Lord Lytton assented to the proposal. Mr. Eden then endea- 
soured to carry it out, and the British Indian Association raised objections 
against it. The Lieutenant-Governor expressed his displeasure at these 
objections and Lord Lytton has done the same. 


90. With reference to a speech delivered at the hall of the Indian © 


Association by Mr. Long, the same paper, referring to his statement 
that no fear of any harm need be entertained on account of the advance- 
ment of the Russians towards India, says, that Mr. Long was always partial 
to Russia. In his opinion, the conquests of Russia in Asia Minor are the 
carrying out of the will of God, who has decreed that the domination 
of uncivilized Mussulmans should terminate, and Christian rule be spread 
all over the earth. This will then introduce the greatest blessings. Bar- 
barity and oppression will cease, trade flourish, and the earth will become a 
paradise. Our own opinion, however, is that Mr. Long has failed to compre- 
hend the real policy of Russia; and we are delighted to think that those who 
hold the reins of Government do not side with him. They are cautiously 
watching the movements of the Russians, and are beginning to adopt the most 
probable means to retard them. But we would ask that no cause of provo- 
cation be offered to the Ameer of Cabul; because through his kingdom lies 
the way of the Russians to India. 


21. A correspondent writing to the same paper says, that great con- 
venience has been afforded to the people for receiving letters, &c., by the 
establishment of a post office in thana Shampore, in the district of 
Howrah. But their trouble and expense in posting letters, &c., will not be 
wholly removed until letter boxes be placed io different parts of 
the villages. The writer prays the authorities of the Postal Department to 
attend to the matter. He also says that, if at least one letter box be placed 
in the village of Nobogram, it will be found very convenient. 


22. A correspondent writing to the Banga Mitaishi, of the 25th June, Baxea Hrratsar, 


complains bitterly of the severity practised in the jails towards prisoners. 
Though it may be necessary that guilty persons be punished, and punished 
severely, yet they should not be treated as beasts. There can be no 
objection to their being compelled to labour, or being poorly fed or clothed ; 
but only let there be nothing to injure their health or endanger their lives. 
One of the principal objects of imprisoning guilty persons is that thereby 
their character may be reformed ; but this object is not fulfilled in the jails of 
this country. Rather a contrary effect is produced. 


23. The Sambdd Bhaskar, of the 25th June, writes,—It must be sawsap Peasmxse 


acknowledged that the Calcutta Municipality, having undertaken to cause the 
night-soil of the town to be removed by Municipal mehters, has actually 
done an immense good to it. But the Municipal mehters have been very 
remiss in their duties in the Bengalee quarters; and the consequence is that 
the healthiness of those parts is declining. The noxious odours, continually 
nsing there, will, it is feared, induce pestilence. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 30th June 1877. 


JOHN ROBINSON, 


Government Bengalt Translator. 


Soma Praxasey, 
June 26th, 1877. 
Circulation about 700. 


Soma PraxasH, 


June 26th, 1877, 


June 26th, 1877. 


ste a3 


aoe 
Sher c} 


(ey 


List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the week ending 
the 30th June 1877. 


W. H.-Reg,. No. 10231<-3-7-77, 


Bengal Secretariat Press. 


CONF 
ree Monthly, weekly, 
” No Name. Place of publication. on-ehhevwine. 
— 7 
: 17th May 18 
1 | “ Rangpore Dik ee ph mm Fn AG 
Ap Pee — Calentta Ditto . 118th — ditto. 
6s ar” ; 

4 a Hindo Ranjiké” ..- | Beauleah, Réjshéhy e on ' hg yn 

5 | * Amrita Bazér Patriké” ... | Calcutta ses 0 *letst dit +04 

6 | “ Bhérat Mihir’’ - Mymensingh Ditto 22nd ditto. 

7 | “ Education Gazette ”’ ... | Hooghly Shien o° 29nd ditto. 

8 | “ Moorshedabad Patrika” ... | Berhampore Ditto "| 89nd aitte. 

9 | “ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi » Ditto ‘toa. 92nd ditto. 

10 | “ Pratikér ” | Ditto Ditto 28rd ditto. 

11 | “ Hindu Hitaishini”’ ... | Dacca btm 98rd ditto. 

12 | “ Grémb&rté Prakaéshika’”’... | Comercolly Ditto 23rd_ ditto. 

18 | “ Sulabha Samachér’”’ Calcutta Ditto 24th ditto. 

14 | “ Sédhérani”’ Chinsurah Ditto 24th ditto. 

15 | “ Dacca Prakésh ” Dacca Ditto | 24th — ditto. 

16 | “ Howrah Hitakari ” Bethar, Howrah Ditto 25th ditto 

17 | “Soma Prakash ” .-. | Bhowanipore ... a, dae, 

18 | “ Banga Hitaishi” + | Ditto ea 86th ditto, 

19 | “Sambfid Bh&skar ” . | Caleutta “| oe mei 20th June 1877, 
20 | ‘‘Sambéd Prabhékar” ...| Ditto és “i a "lige oan” aitee 

21 | “ SambédPirnachandrodaya” Ditto ‘i ‘sh oe Sah and Sr Dene nate. 
22 | “Samachar Chandrik& 7 Ditto oo ee owe 26th and 28th to 80th Jas 1877 
28 | “ Le gry a ag eal pies om “ie _ ity Set bane ane, 

“ Urdu Guide” (in Urdu i ia are soe 

35 " Bebsr Bandhu” (in Hindi) Bankipore, Patna | Ditto 6 | 27th = ditto. 


